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National Sun Yet-Sen University
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

Regulations and Requirements for the Master of Arts Degree in Literature
(Effective for the students admitted in 2020)

I. All terms of requirements are set in accordance with the Academic Regulations, Implementation
Bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination, and the Articles for Graduate Program enacted
by the National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU), and grounded on the Degree Conferral Law
decreed by the Ministry of Education of Taiwan, R.O.C..

IT. Length of Schooling: Students are required to complete the degree within 4 years, with an allowance
of 2 years of suspension and retention of student status.

ITI. Credit Units and Course Regulations
1. Students are required to complete a minimum of 27 credit units, 21 of which should consist of
elective courses in literary studies offered by the Department and 6 of which should be
mandatory courses. The 3 credit units from Independent Study are excluded.
2. Mandatory Courses
a. Academic Writing and Bibliography (3 credit units)
b. Literary Theory and Research Methods (3 credit units)
c. Independent Study (3 credit units)
Independent Study is a basic training course for a M.A. student. Before working on the
thesis, students must, under the supervision of an advisor, submit an application to the
Graduate Committee before the deadline announced. Any research papers written in the
Independent Study can be expanded into a Master’s thesis.

3. To meet graduation requirements, M. A. students must participate a minimum of 6 times in
conferences organized or sponsored by the Department or by any other relevant officially
recognized university department or research institute in Taiwan.

4. Students must reach a passing grade in one of the English Proficiency Standard exams
approved by the Department within the period of 2 years prior to enrollment and before the
application for an Independent Study course:

a. TOEFL-iBT 90 or above, TOEFL ITP 580 or above

b. GEPT Advanced Level (Both first and second stages)

c. IELTS 7.0 or above

d. TOEIC 890 or above

e. Native speakers from an English-speaking country (UK, US, Canada, Australia, New

Zealand, Ireland and South Africa) are exempt from this requirement.

Students who have not met the standards indicated above, but reach the standards of
undergraduate program, may take one additional graduate course to fulfill the requirement.
The credits are excluded from the minimum unit requirement.

5. Students who have not taken any courses related to Western Literature in college have to take
one bachelor literary course before they apply for a thesis oral defense.

6. Students who have not taken more than 2 years of English Composition courses in college are
required to take one year of undergraduate composition courses in English Writing II or II1



offered by the Department. Those who meet either of the following terms and thus may waive

the course include:
+ Native speakers from an English-speaking country

+ Students who obtained scores of TOEFL-iBT 90 or above or IELTS 7.0 or above
Within the first year of enrollment, students must complete the NSYSU “Guidelines regarding
Ethics in Academic Research” Course; students are not eligible to apply for the thesis defense
before reaching a passing grade for this course.
Students may take up to 2 courses offered by other departments in the College of Liberal Arts.
Students must apply for permission to take such cross-institutional courses, and they must
hand in to the Graduate Committee a course outline and a term paper of at least 2000 words
dealing with an academic subject. Credit will not be granted until the course is verified.

IV. Thesis Advising

1.

A thesis advisor must be a full time faculty member of the Department.

2. Should students under any circumstance apply for a change of advisors, a letter of consent

signed by both the original and the new advisor must be submitted to the department office as
a file for reference. The new advisor must be selected from the department full-time faculty. In
the case when the original advisor retires or leaves the department, a joint advisor must be
selected within the department to continue advising.

V. Preparation for the Thesis Defense

1.

Students who meet credit unit requirements and all graduation regulations are eligible to apply
for their thesis defense with the approval of their advisor. Theses must be submitted to the
defense committee for consideration four weeks before the thesis defense. Students may
choose one of the following types of thesis:

a. Athesis written in English related to English literature, comparative literature or cultural
studies. All copies submitted to the Department must be printed and bound according to
the latest MLA format.

b. A translation of works in English Literature, accompanied by a 4,000 word critical essay
written in English, printed and bound according to the latest MLA format.

The advisor of the student should nominate the members of the defense committee according
to the 10™, 11™, and 13™ terms in the Implementation Bylaws for Ph. D. and Master Degree
Examination of NSYSU. The committee members will be confirmed by the chair of the
Department and submitted to the President of the University for the appointment.

The thesis must be examined by Turnitin (Plagiarism Detection for Thesis Originality) twice
and each result of the detection should be under 12% (sources cited should be excluded in the
comparison procedure). The two phases of detection are:
a. The first draft of the thesis should be examined for the first time before the oral defense,
and the result should be confirmed by all committee members of his/her oral defense.
b. The revised thesis after the oral defense should be examined for the second time, and the
result should be confirmed by the thesis advisor before the graduation procedure.
Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020.

If students are given a conditional pass they will only be eligible for graduation after
submitting an approved revision of their thesis. All copies of theses submitted to the
department should be printed and bound according to the MLA format. Upon graduation,

-6-



students must submit 1 copy to the Department and 2 copies to the school and, within the
given deadline, upload a digital copy to the Library database.
VI. Graduation: Students are eligible for graduation after meeting all of the aforementioned
requirements.
VII. All the regulations and the requirements This handbook was were approved by the Departmental

Affairs Council of Foreign Languages and Literature department faculty meeting, and the
College Affairs Council meeting of the College of Liberal Arts., and the University President.



National Sun Yet-Sen University
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

Regulations and Requirements for the Master of Arts degree in Applied Linguistics

(Effective for the students admitted in 2020)

I.  All terms of requirements are set in accordance with the Academic Regulations, Implementation

Bylaws for Ph.D. and Master Degree Examination, and the Articles for Graduate Program

enacted by the National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU), and grounded on the Degree Conferral
Law decreed by the Ministry of Education of Taiwan, R.O.C..
II. Length of Schooling: Students are required to complete the degree within 4 years, with an

allowance of 2 years of suspension and retention of student status.

III. Credit Units and Course Regulations

1.

Students are required to complete a minimum of 27 credit units, 21 of which should consist

of elective courses in Linguistics offered by the Department, and 3 of which should be a

mandatory course. The 3 credit units from Independent Study are excluded.

Mandatory Courses:

a. Research Methods and Academic Writing (3 credit units)
b. Independent Study (3 credit units):

Independent Study is a basic training course for a M.A. student. Before working on the
thesis, students must, under the supervision of an advisor, submit an application to the
Graduate Committee before the deadline announced. Any research papers written in the
Independent Study can be expanded into a Master’s thesis.

To meet graduation requirements, M. A. students must participate a minimum of 6 times in

conferences organized or sponsored by the Department or by any other relevant officially

recognized university department or research institute in Taiwan.

Students must reach a passing grade in one of the English Proficiency Standard exams

approved by the Department within the period of 2 years prior to enrollment and before the

application for an Independent Study course:

a. TOEFL-iBT 90 or above, TOEFL ITP 580 or above

b. GEPT Advanced Level (Both first and second stages)

c. IELTS 7.0 or above

d. TOEIC 890 or above

e. Native speakers from an English-speaking country (UK, US, Canada, Australia, New

Zealand, Ireland and South Africa) are exempt from this requirement.
Students who have not met the standards indicated above, but reach the standards of
undergraduate program, may take one additional graduate course to fulfill the requirement.

The credits are excluded from the minimum unit requirement.

. An academic writing test will be held approximately one to two weeks after enrollment.

Students who fail to meet the criteria are required to take 1 year of undergraduate
composition classes in English Writing II. Those who meet either of the following terms may

thus waive the course include:



6.

o Native speakers from an English-speaking country
o Students who obtained scores of TOEFL-iBT 90 or above or IELTS 7.0 or above

Within the first year of enrollment, students must complete the NSYSU “Guidelines

regarding Ethics in Academic Research” Course; students are not eligible to apply for the

thesis defense before reaching a passing grade for this course.

Students who intend to take courses offered outside the Department or the University must

apply for permission and submit a course outline and a term paper to the graduate committee

for accreditation and consideration.

Note: 1. Cross-institutional course studies must include an English term paper of at least
2000 words dealing with an academic subject. Students are required to submit a
copy of their paper reviewed and annotated by the course instructor to the Graduate
Committee for accreditation and consideration.

ii. For courses that do not require a term paper, test papers should be submitted to the

Graduate Committee for accreditation and consideration.

IV. Thesis Advising

1.
2.

A thesis advisor must be a full time faculty member of the Department.

Should students under any circumstance apply for a change of advisors, a letter of consent
signed by both the original and the new advisor must be submitted to the department office as
a file for reference. The new advisor must be selected from the department full-time. In the
case when the original advisor retires or leaves the department, a joint advisor must be

selected within the department to continue advising.

V. Preparation for the Thesis Defense

1.

Students who meet credit unit requirements and all graduation regulations are eligible to
apply for their thesis defense with the approval of their advisor. A finished draft of the thesis
must be submitted to the defense committee for consideration four weeks before the thesis
defense. All copies submitted to the department must be printed and bound according to an
accepted academic format (APA, etc.)

Revised versions of papers that a student has presented at conferences during his or her years
as a MA student in this Department can be included in the thesis, but should not amount to
more than 1/3 of the thesis; such inclusion should also be announced in both
Acknowledgments and Section Titles.

The advisor of the student should nominate the members of the defense committee according
to the 10", 11™, and 13" terms in the Implementation Bylaws for Ph. D. and Master Degree
Examination of NSYSU. The committee members will be confirmed by the chair of the

Department and submitted to the President of the University for the appointment.

4. Students who fail to pass the thesis defense but who are still within the allowed length of study

in the MA program will be given the opportunity of a second oral defense in the following
term. Should a second failure occur, students will be expelled.

The thesis must be examined by Turnitin (Plagiarism Detection for Thesis Originality) twice
and each result of the detection should be under 12% (sources cited should be excluded in the
comparison procedure). The two phases of detection are:

_9_



a. The first draft of the thesis should be examined for the first time before the oral defense,
and the result should be confirmed by all committee members of his/her oral defense.

b. The revised thesis after the oral defense should be examined for the second time, and the
result should be confirmed by the thesis advisor before the graduation procedure.

Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020.

6. If students are given a conditional pass, they will only be eligible for graduation after
submitting an approved revision of their thesis. All copies of theses submitted to the
Department should be printed and bound according to the APA format. Upon graduation,
students must submit 1 copy to the Department and 2 copies to the school, and within the

given deadline, upload a digital copy to the Library database.

VI. Graduation: Students are eligible for graduation after meeting all of the aforementioned

requirements.

VII. All the regulations and the requirements This handbook was were approved by the Departmental
Affairs Council of Foreign Languages and Literature department faculty meeting, and the
College Affairs Council meeting of the College of Liberal Arts., and the University President.

_10_
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National Sun Yet-Sen University
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

Academic research paper writing instruction

|Literary Studies‘

L.

A MA thesis, written in English, related to English literature, comparative literature, or cultural
studies is required. All copies submitted to the Department must be printed and bound according
to the latest version of MLA Handbook for writers of Research Papers. Students may choose from
one of the following types of thesis:

A. The thesis should be written in English and comprise at least 16,000 words.

1. Papers that a student has presented at conferences or published can be included in the
student’s thesis. Such inclusion should be announced in both Acknowledgments and section
titles.

2. The committee of thesis defense should consist of at least three examiners.

B. The thesis can be a collection of three (or more) term papers. The rules are as follows:

1. The selected papers should deal with a common topic and be recommended by the
instructors of these courses. The collected papers should be revised, provided with a preface,
and comprise at least 16,000 words.

2. The original instructor(s) of these selected papers should sign an official recommendation
form, to be handed to the Graduate Committee.

3. Revision and editing of the papers can only be undertaken after consent has been given by
the Graduate Committee.

4. One of the course instructors must be the student’s advisor.
5. The Thesis Defense Committee should consist of the student’s advisor, one course instructor
of the selected papers, and an external examiner.
C. The thesis could be a collection of two published articles, in English, in an acceptable
academic journal:
1. The student should be the single author of the two articles.
2. At least one of the articles should be published cross-institutionally.
3. The two journal articles, joined by a preface, are acceptable as a thesis.
4

. Application for a thesis defense can be made with the acceptance letter from the journal(s),

attached to the articles as sent to those journals.

9]

. The publishing agreement from the journal should be provided.

6. Acceptable academic journals are:

¢ Academic journals recommended by the Ministry of Science and Technology
¢ Academic journals included in the MLA Directory of Periodicals

7. The Graduate Committee will determine on a case-by-case basis whether an academic

journal not listed in one of the two above directories are acceptable.

8. The committee of thesis defense should consist of at least three examiners.

_13_



II. A dissertation can be a translation of a work or works of English Literature with a 4,000 word
critical commentary, printed and bound following the latest version of MLA Handbook for writers
of Research Papers. Prior consent from the Graduate Committee must be asked concerning the
suitability of the chosen work(s) of English literature.

Remarks: As for other relevant matters, please refer to the article 5 in Regulations and Requirements
for the Master of Arts Degree in Literature

_14_



National Sun Yet-Sen University
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature

Academic research paper writing instruction

[Applied Linguistics|

Students should choose a format corresponding to the specific field (e.g. APA), and offer the thesis
printed and bound according to that format. The following are acceptable types of theses:

1. Athesis written in English and with a length of at least 9,000 words on a topic in linguistics or
applied linguistics.

2. Athesis concerning a problem in the practical experience of teaching English, accompanied with
reflection on, as well as revision and verification of that problem, leading to a suggested solution
of it. The problem chosen should be relevant to the teaching of English or the courses offered in
the department, and should have a minimum length of 8,000 words (including notes and
bibliography). It is required that the chosen practical problem be illustrated thoroughly and that a
solution be proposed. The thesis should introduce the problem it treats of (e.g. reason,
motivation, or purpose), methods and procedures used, and should state the results of

experiments, and offer analysis and discussion.

3. Athesis on cross-cultural communication in the workplace, written in either English or Mandarin
(topics could for instance be related to propaganda in cultural and creative industries, local scenic
spots, or an introduction, in Chinese, of multinational enterprises). The thesis should not
duplicate existing propaganda, and a review of at least 5,000 words should accompany the thesis.
The review should include background, targets, case analyses, concepts, and the discourse

exposition of cross-cultural communication, with a minimum of 8,000 words.

4. A thesis that consists of the production of a single or a series of creative videos (e.g. creative
teaching demonstration, digital story production, micro film, creative online teaching program,
etc.) or creative products (e.g. creative materials, propaganda, or teaching platform, etc.) The
topics and the contents of the film or product should be relevant to the courses offered in the
department, and have a length of between 20 and 30 minutes. The production should be
accompanied by a review, written in English, of at least 5000 words, reflecting on background,
purpose, method of production, creative discourse, applied values, etc. The audio and video files
should be bound with the review. The creative film or product must be students’ original work;

similarity to existing works is strongly prohibited.

Remarks: As for other relevant matters, please refer to the article 5 in Regulations and Requirements

for the Master of Arts Degree in Literature.
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https://beallslist.weebly.com/

IIL.

II1.

Department of Foreign Languages and Literature
National Sun Yet-Sen University

Regulations and Requirements of Examinations for Ph. D. students in the Department of
Foreign Languages and Literature
(Effective for the students admitted in Fall semester 2020)

All terms of regulations and requirements are enacted in accordance with the Academic
Regulations, Implementation Bylaws for Ph. D. and Master Degree Examination, and the Articles
for Graduate Program enacted by the National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU), and grounded
on the Degree Conferral Law decreed by the Ministry of Education of Taiwan, R.O.C.

Period of Study: In accordance with the regulations by the Ministry of Education, students are
required to obtain the degree within 2 to 7 years, with an allowance of 2 years of suspension and
retention of student status

Credits and Course Requirements:

1. A doctoral student must obtain at least 30 credits, including 3 credits for Independence
Study and the rest for selective courses. The selective courses must satisfy the following
rules.

(1) 9 credits at least must be taken from the doctoral program in this department. Credits
offered by Master program in this department, except for the required course for
Master Program, can be counted as the credits for selective courses.

(2) 3 credits at least must be taken from literary theory courses.

(3) 6 credits for areas of period courses: students are required to choose 2 out of the
following 4 areas of period courses, and 3 credits should be earned for each chosen
area.

i. English Literature before 1800
ii. English Literature after 1800
iii.  American Literature
iv. New English Literature

2. Should a student earn credits from the MA program in Applied Linguistics, only one course
with 3 credits will be admitted.

3. Students who did not take Academic Writing and Bibliography or the course of this kind 5
years prior to the admission into this department should take the course in this department.
However, the credits of this course will not be counted in the total 30 credits. Those who
graduated from the Master Program in this department with GPA 3.5 (or higher) can be
exempted from this requirement.

Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020.

4. A student can apply for at most 2 courses of Directed Research. Each Directed Course
should contain 2 credits. Students who wish to take Directed Research should obtain the
consent of the course instructor in an application form and the instructor should sign on the
course syllabus. The two documents should be submitted to the Committee of Postgraduate
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IV.

Program in the first week of the semester prior to the semester for the Directed Research.
Each faculty member can only be in charge of one Directed Research course in one

semester.

Students can apply to waive course credits. The maximum credits to be waived cannot
exceed 12, and the course credits to be waived should be obtained within 5 years before the
application.

Students must attend a minimum of 8 academic speeches held by this department or
conferences organized nationwide or by this department before applying Dissertation
Proposal Hearing.

Independent Study should be taken before the Dissertation Specialty Examination.

The maximum number of credits that students can transfer from other departments or other

universities/colleges into the credits for gradation should not exceed 9 credits.

Note:

(1) Courses taken in other departments or universities/colleges should include an academic
term paper written in English with at least 4,500 words focusing on certain academic
subject. This term paper cannot include textbook/handout exercises only, and any
forms that have the character of an abstract will not be accepted. Students should
submit the original term paper with the instructor’s corrections or comments to the
Committee of Postgraduate Program. Only after the submitted term paper has been
approved by the Committee will the transfer credits be accepted and recognized.

(2) Students who has successfully waived 9 credits or more cannot adopt the credits
described this item into the total credits for graduation.

According to Guidelines for Students' Academic Ethics in this university, students should
finish the courses on Academic Research Ethics Education in the first year. Those who do
not pass the course cannot apply for the Dissertation Defense.

Qualification for Ph. D. Candidacy

Within 4 years since the enrollment in the program (barring the period of suspension or retention

of student status), a doctoral student should not only complete the required course and obtain the

minimum required credits for graduation but also pass the Comprehensive Examination. Within 5

years (barring the period of suspension or retention of student status), the student should pass the

Specialty Examination. The two examinations are scheduled to be held in October or November

in the Fall Semester and in March or April in the Spring Semester. Students who wish to take

examinations should submit their applications to the Committee of Postgraduate Program prior to

the announced deadline and may only take the exam once in one semester.

1.

Comprehensive Examination
When a doctoral student obtains 27 credits or completes 3 courses of one chosen area, the
student can apply for the Comprehensive Examination.

(1) The Comprehensive exams will be conducted on computer and the examination will be
designed based on the 4 areas: English Literature before 1800, English Literature after
1800, American Literature, and New English Literature, from which the student choose
one for the examination. Optionally, a doctoral student can adjust the entries in the
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suggested booklist with the consent of the advisor. The amount of the adjusted entries
should not exceed the 1/3 of the original booklist. The student should submit the
adjusted booklist to the Committee of Postgraduate Program for the approval for the
examination
Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020

(2) Should a student fail the Comprehensive Examination, the student will be allowed to
retake the examination. The student will be expelled upon the second failure to pass the
examination. Once the examination is applied to be held, it cannot be withdrawn and
should take place as it is scheduled. On condition that there are peculiar reasons, the
student should file a petition to the department’s Graduate Committee for the further
determination.

(3) Only after a student pass the Comprehensive examination can the student apply for the
Dissertation Specialty Examination.

Specialty Examination

(1) The advisor and the student should co-decide the examination booklist, which must
include at least 50 entries, comprise different genres and periods, and be drawn up in
MLA format (refer to the appendix “The Description of Dissertation Specialty
Examination”). After the booklist is decided, the student should submit it to the
Committee of Postgraduate Program one semester prior to the examination (before
25th, December for the Fall semester and before 25th, May for the Spring semester).

(2) All the questions in this examination should be made by the student’s advisor. If, for
any reason, the student does not pass the examination, the student is allowed a second
attempt. The Student will be expelled upon a second failure to pass the examination.
On condition that there are peculiar reasons, the student should file a petition to the
department’s Graduate Committee for the further determination.

(3) Only when the student pass the Specialty Examination will the student become a Ph. D.
candidate.

V. Dissertation Advising

1.

Students must decide on a field of research and an advisor before applying for the
Comprehensive Examination.

If the full-time faculty in the department are unable to serve as the advisor due to distinctive
fields, a joint advisor from external institutes can be appointed with the approval of the
advisor. This petition must be brought to and approved by the Committee of Postgraduate
Program before students submit for their Dissertation Proposal Hearing.

Should a student need to apply for a change of advisors due to any peculiar reason, a letter
of consent with the signature of the original and the new advisor must be submitted to the
department office as a file for reference. The new advisor must be a full-time faculty from
this department. In case when the original advisor retires or leaves the department, a joint
advisor must be selected within the department to continue advising.

V1. Publication and the rules

1.

Before the dissertation defense, a student must present at least one research paper in a
domestic or international conference and should also publish at least one article in an
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academic journal or a scholarly book of collected essays.

The conference paper should be presented in the conference held by domestic or
international universities or academic institutes. The conference should not be held by
predatory organizers. After attending a conference, the student should submit the certificate
or proof of attendance, the agenda, and the copy of the presented paper to the department
office as a file for reference.

The journal article should be published in the journals, a scholarly book of collected essays,
special issued book, or online publications by domestic universities/colleges or academic
institutes. The journal to which the paper is to be submitted should not be predatory ones. A
student should publish the article or receive the certificate/ proof of publication one
semester prior to the dissertation defense, and submit the certificate/ proof of publication,
reviewers’ comments, and the article to the Committee of Postgraduate for verification.

The article to be presented or published may repeat parts of the MA thesis. However, the
material from the MA thesis should not account more than half of the full article to be
presented or published.

(The reference for predatory journals: https://beallslist.weebly.com/)

Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020

VII. Dissertation and Defense

1.

Proposal Hearing

The title of the dissertation should be approved by the advisor. Before writing the
dissertation, the student should submit a proposal to the department office to arrange the
Proposal Hearing. The Proposal Hearing will be held openly. A panel will be formed in the
Hearing and members of the panel should be appointed by the chair of the department,
comprising 3 faculty in the department (inclusive of the advisor). The student will be graded
by “pass” or “not pass.” Only when students pass the Hearing can they start to write their
dissertation. The hearing proposal should be submitted to the Committee of Postgraduate
Program one semester before the Dissertation Defense at the latest.

Dissertation and Defense

(1) A student can embark on writing dissertation after obtaining Ph. D. candidacy. The
dissertation should be written in English and should encompass English Literature,
Comparative Literature, or Cultural Studies. A dissertation should contain no less than
54,000 words and be written in MLA format and bound into book form. The
dissertation should meet Dissertation Format Regulations in this university

(2) The journal article published by the student can be adopted as a part of the dissertation,
but it should be addressed in the Acknowledgements and a description should be
marked with the Chapter title.

(3) After the dissertation is finished, the student can apply for the defense with the
advisor’s approval. The finished dissertation must be submitted to the Department
office four weeks prior to the Defense (the specific deadlines should be checked with
department office).

(4) The advisor of the candidate should nominate the members of the defense committee
according to the 10th, 11th, and 13th terms in the Implementation Bylaws for Ph. D.
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and Master Degree Examination of NSYSU. The committee members will be
confirmed by the chair of the Department and submitted to the President of the
University for the appointment. The committee should comprise at least 5 examiners
(including the advisor) and the number of external examiners should exceed 1/3 of the
committee.

(5) Should the candidate fail the dissertation defense while still within the period of study,
he/she will be allowed to retake the defense in the following semesters. The candidate
will be expelled upon a second failure to pass defense

(6) The thesis must be examined by Turnitin (Plagiarism Detection for Thesis Originality)
twice and each result of the detection should be under 12% (sources cited should be
excluded in the comparison procedure). The two phases of detection are:

a. The first draft of the thesis should be examined for the first time before the oral
defense, and the result should be confirmed by all committee members of his/her
oral defense.

b. The revised thesis after the oral defense should be examined for the second time,
and the result should be confirmed by the thesis advisor before the graduation
procedure.

Note: This term can be effective for students admitted before 2020.

(7) After the student passes the dissertation defense, the candidate should make revision
according to the committee’s comments. The student can apply for the gradation after
the advisor verifies the revision. The dissertation should be bound in book form with a
cover. One copy should be submitted to the department, and two to the university. The
finalized dissertation should be uploaded to the Library in this university within
announced deadline.

VIII. Graduation
A student is eligible for graduation after satisfying all of the aforementioned requirements.

IX. All the regulations and the requirements were approved by the Department Council of the
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, and the College Faculty Meeting of the
College of Liberal Arts, and are sanctioned by the University President prior to implementation.
The same procedure applies for amendments.

For the avoidance of doubt in English version regulation, Chinese version will be prevailing.
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Guideline for Ph.D Students
Preparing to Take the
Comprehensive Examinations

After you have completed all your course work, or have taken a minimum of 3 courses in that
given field, and before you start writing your dissertation, you must (as one of the two
comprehensive examinations) pass an examination on one of the four sections of the examination
syllabus. Be sure you have the right edition of the syllabus: it will be changed from time to time.

Format of the Examination :

- For this examination you have to answer a number of essay questions;

- You are not allowed to consult any books, articles, or notes during the exam;

- Photocopies of (extended) passages from one or more of the assigned texts may be given to you
as part of a question;

- The exam will last a maximum of four hours; you are allowed one break of up to 30 minutes.

For the comprehensive exam, you are expected

1. to be thoroughly familiar with the texts. Such familiarity only comes after repeated and
attentive reading of the texts.

2. to be able to discuss and analyze individual texts. This means that you must be fully
conversant with the literary terminology and poetic forms employed in such analyses and
discussions. Use the section “Poetic Forms and Literary Terminology” of the Norton
Anthology of English Literature as a checklist of what you should know.

3. to be able to discuss various texts on the list at the same time. This means that you can
demonstrate both obvious and unexpected similarities and differences in literary works, and
can attribute these similarities and differences in a convincing manner. Such a convincing
demonstration is only possible if you can argue from a substantial knowledge of literary
history, from an awareness of the particular social and literary contexts of the works
under discussion, and from a sensitivity to generic freedoms and constraints that
codetermine the subjects, themes, and forms of literary works.

4. to discuss texts with a measure of critical acumen commensurate with the near-professional
level of competence someone about to undertake dissertation research should have. One way
of demonstrating your sufficient command on this head would be to bring theoretical concerns
and approaches to bear on the texts you discuss and, by so doing, to illuminate them. But
because it is a contested issue whether it is at all the task of theory to serve as an interpretative
aid, and because theory has now become a field of study all by itself, you may also choose to
demonstrate your analytical refinement without direct reference to current strands in theory.
In that case you should still show your ability to give readings of literary works characterized
by the careful consideration and subtle understanding that come only from an extended
engagement with works of literature. Part of this engagement, as well as the more theoretical
one, should be that you make it a habit--if you have not done so already--to read articles on
literary texts that interest you in leading scholarly journals.
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Guideline for Ph.D Students
Preparing to Take the
Field Examination

This exam is a four-hour written examination based on a reading list of primary and secondary
texts consisting of no fewer than fifty items (articles, books, book chapters), relevant to the field
of the student’s dissertation research. The list should be drawn up by the candidate and his or
her advisor (who is also the intended dissertation director) at least six months in advance of the
exam, and must be accompanied by a two-to-three-page rationale explaining the choice of texts.
It must be sent for approval to the Graduate Committee.

To say that the reading list should be relevant to the field of the student’s dissertation
research implies that it is not the actual dissertation topic that the reading list should mainly cover.
In other words, the texts on the reading list are not meant to form the selective bibliography to be
drawn up only when the student writes his or her dissertation proposal. The dissertation
proposal is the document in which PhD students commit themselves finally to a precisely defined
and carefully articulated topic for development into a dissertation. The moment of the dissertation
proposal still lies in the future at the time students prepare for the Field Exam.

Compared to a topic, a field is a wider conceptual frame in which this topic has its place
amid other, related topics. Fields are often combinations of period and genre or subgenre
(“Renaissance Drama,” “Restoration Revenge Tragedy,” “The Twentieth-Century Comic Novel”).
Combinations of genre, period, and critical approach can also make up an acceptable field
(“Feminism and the Nineteenth-Century Novel,” “Marxism and Twentieth-Century Poetry”).
But so soon as combinations of boundaries go beyond three constituent elements, the danger
lurks of turning a field into a topic. “Emily Bronte, Feminism, and the Nineteenth-Century
Novel,” “Marxism and the Liverpool School of Twentieth-Century English Poetry,” “Kingsley
Amis and the Twentieth-Century Comic Novel” have all passed the threshold from field to topic
and are therefore no longer acceptable organizing principles for the Field Exam reading list.

Other ways of defining a field are possible, ways that do not combine genre with period (or
genre with period and approach). But it is not easy to get away from this format and still have
an acceptable field. If your field is “Jesus in the Literary Imagination,” it might be wise to add a
period boundary :  “Jesus in the Literary Imagination : 1600-1800.” A field like “Witchcraft,
Miracles, and Medicine,” on the other hand, is hard to save because it is too wide as it stands, but
any boundary is likely to turn it in something too close to a topic : “Witchcraft, Miracles, and
Medicine in Restoration Drama,” or “The Decline of Witchcraft in Renaissance England.” If

you want to work on topics like these for your dissertation, you could reformulate them into
acceptable fields by means of abstraction : “Science and Belief in Renaissance England.”

Any field, no matter how defined, should include a representative number of canonical texts,
i.e. texts of generally acknowledged significance. The number of these texts should be
representative in the sense that the texts generally acknowledged to have defined or redefined the
chosen field are included in the Reading List.
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Knowledge of a field is also understood to include knowledge of cultural and historical
contexts : texts dealing with such contexts should therefore be included in the Reading List for

the Field Exam.

In its insistence that the Field Exam deal with a wider field rather than a narrower topic as
well as in its insistence on a level of canonicity and background knowledge, the Department
reflects accepted practices in the profession of English literature. Our profession identifies its
practitioners as specialists in a particular field, and the reading and studying students will have to
do for the Department’s Field Exam will help them define and establish themselves as such
specialists in a particular field. The Field Exam is meant to guarantee that students acquire the
breadth of knowledge that will inform the dissertation they will undertake to write, and enhance
the further research and teaching they will do as members of the profession of studying and
teaching literature.

The two-to-three-page rationale that should accompany the Reading List will have to show
that (1) your field is indeed a field and not a topic or (just as bad) a jumble of unrelated texts; (2)
your list is balanced in the sense that it includes a representative number of canonical texts for the
field chosen; (3) your list is balanced in the sense that it includes a sufficient number of texts that
provide historical and cultural backgrounds to the field chosen.
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